
Tumbling over rocks like water in a babbling brook, 
2021 has carried us through to another year.
Welcome 2022!

My “Crazy Plant Lady” tee shirt is neatly folded up and looking crisp and new for its last 
few days. The Overstuffed “Yes, I Really Do Need All of These Plants” pillow has found a 
prominent cozy corner on my living room couch. My newest orange and green Guzmania 

bromeliad will keep it company on the nearby antique mahogany Windsor desk. Another 
gardening year is starting out fresh and new, and it isn’t even spring. It is, however, Florida; 
a place to get a good early start.

Pansies, Petunias, Violas and Snapdragons can add color to our annual gardens. Color in the 
garden is a treat on chilly and windy days of our so-called winters.

Crinum Lily, Amaryllis, Gloriosa Lily and Agapanthus bulbs can be planted now. Mulch 
them to protect them from a freeze. They will reward you with color in spring and summer.
Camellias will be blooming in their magnificence with cabbage shaped blooms of reds, pinks 
and whites. You can plant new bushes now if you find a special variety that pleases your eyes 
and gives you delight. Don’t overlook the Sasanqua variety which is a prolific bloomer of 
smaller flowers that can tolerate the sunnier spots where you wouldn’t dare plant your larger 
leafed shade-loving Red Professor Sergeant, Pink Perfection and White Seafoam.

Be prepared to protect freeze-prone tropicals that tempted and addicted you to their architec-
tural forms and unusual shapes and sizes. Yes, I have fallen deeply under their spell. Having 
covers easily available, makes it likely that you will use them when the nights are somewhat 
too chilly and dark to do the chore. It’s worth it to be prepared.

Also winter can be drier, so some of these plants may need some watering when it gets dry 
because they will still try to grow.

Remember that Florida Arbor Day is January 21st. It’s a good day to plant a tree! The Garden 
Club and the City of Green Cove Springs has been having a tree planting ceremony for years. 
These are open to anyone to attend. More info will be available soon.
If you are taking a break from outside gardening, The Clay County Master Gardeners are 
having “ A Day of Education - From the Ground Up” on Friday, January 28th, 8:30-3:30, 
$15. There will be Garden Tours, Program Speakers and Workshops to prepare you for your 
gardening pursuits this year. Register early on ClayExtension.Eventbrite.com.

I’ll be there giving a tour and presenting a workshop on Kokedama: hanging moss balls. 
Come and find out what the heck I have “growing on” with this workshop.

So, this crazy plant lady will be back outside in January walking and working my gardens in 
my newest gardening tee shirt that I’m pretty sure will need replacing again next Christmas 
and, should it still look good, it’s fine with me. You can never have too many. I wear them 
proudly.
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     The song says “It’s the most wonderful time of the year,” and it is. It’s also the busiest. I 
hope you have been out and about in Green Cove Springs to see what all is going on. First 
you must have seen the Parade of Trees. The Garden Club’s tree is on Magnolia Ave, right 
behind City Hall and the Garden Lady looks wonderful. Then just down the street, the house 
that the city bought at the corner of Magnolia and Spring Street now has two lovely poinset-
tias with greenery. We saw the empty pots and decided they needed something. Next, turn 
west to the library at the corner of Ferris and Palmetto.

We’ve been maintaining the grounds, replacing some invasive plants with natives, plus we 
decorated the Arizona cypress tree for the holiday. Each month we have a floral display at 
the circulation desk.

Continue down on Ferris Street and stop in at the Historic Triangle by the Old Jail and Court-
House. You’ll see a decorated Arizona cypress tree there, too, and the maintained grounds. 
You’ll see that we participate in the Wreaths Across America program. The purpose of this 
is to remember and honor veterans and teach about veterans by laying wreaths at Arlington 
National Cemetery and 2500 other cemeteries throughout the 50 states and abroad.

At our December meeting, we invited several special guests. In attendance were Clay County
4H Leaders, Mother Amy from St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, and Clay High School Guid-
ance Counselor Susan Horn. We had a brief presentation on the SEEK Program, an environ-
mental summer camp offered by University of Florida for high school students.

There are several programs coming up of interest from the Master Gardeners. First of all is 
the citrus picking. If you have citrus growing in your yard and would like to donate it to a 
food bank, Master Gardeners will come and pick it and take it to a food bank for you. Call 
UF/IFAS Extension Clay County Office at (904)284-6355 and Master Gardeners will ar-
range a time to come and pick your citrus. Next is a workshop on How To Prune. Learn how 
to prune trees and shrubs properly. This free workshop is January 24 from 12:30 to 1:30 at 
the Clay County Extension Office. Register on Event Brite. Call the office for information. 
Finally, A Day of Education: From the Ground Up is January 28 from 8:30am to 3:30pm. 
Cost is $15 and registration is at clayextension.eventbrite.com, or call the office at the num-
ber above.

The Garden Club’s next meeting is January 20th at 10:00am. Garden Club meets Septem-
ber-June, on the third Thursday of the month at 10am at St. Mary’s Episcopal Parish Hall, 
400 St. Johns Ave., Green Cove Springs. Visitors are welcomed. 

Follow us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/gardenclubofgreencovesprings/ and
contact us by email at GardenClubGCS@gmail.com

Pink Petunias, Purple Pansies, Red Camellia, and Yellow Snapdragons

1- Free Citrus Picking
2- From the Ground Up - Training session Jan 28th for the public 
3- Free Horticulture Advice How to Series   4th Monday of each month.   January's 
topic is "How To Prune". 

Every year, the UF/IFAS Clay County Master Gardeners get their picking poles and 
baskets and go into the community to glean citrus for local charities.   Oranges, grape-
fruits, tangerines, anything will work; just as long as you have extra that you are will-
ing to share, we are willing to come pick it and distribute it.

If you are interested and a resident of Clay County, contact the UF/IFAS Extension 
Clay County Office at (904)284-6355 and we will have a Master Gardener Volunteer 
contact you to schedule a date and time that works for you.
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