
Bringing the Outdoors In
When it’s rainy, windy and frosty enough to cause us to cover our plants outside and cover 
ourselves inside with cozy warm plush throws or blankets, it is winter in North Florida. 
Many plants are dropping their leaves and resting. The grass has essentially stopped grow-
ing. Most of us have hung up our trowels and planted ourselves on our family room couches 
while catching some TV shows. Winter doesn’t last terrible long here, and, if you can’t keep 
your hands out of the soil, maintaining your gardening enthusiasm can easily be satisfied by 
gardening indoors. 

You can bring the outdoors in if you have a greenhouse, 
or you can bring it directly into your home if you have 
a medium-to-bright light location like a windowsill, 
vacant corner or end table. Bring in your Spider Plant 
hanging baskets to keep them full and hang them from a 
corner ceiling area for a splash of nature. A bonus is that 
the Spider Plant is a favorite houseplant recommenda-
tion from Vets since it is non-toxic to pets.  Loving pets 
as I do, I am always checking on plant safety. 
Bromeliads do well inside and are also non-toxic to 

pets. 
Remember. If you are concerned about plant poisoning, then you must be careful about the 
Lily and the Amaryllis should you move them inside or raise them inside. They are very toxic 
to our furry friends and also to humans. 
If you are looking for houseplants that are non-toxic, 
remember to check first at WWW. ASPCA. Org. They 
have marvelous plant lists for cats and dogs.
Check with Poison Control for human toxicity at 
www.poison.org. 
If you want to try some leaf color inside, consider the 
Polka-Dot Plant, the Croton and the Rattlesnake Plant. 
If you would like some flowers, consider African Vio-
lets and Orchids. 
For tall plants, Fiddle Leaf Figs and Weeping Fig 
Trees, Areca, Ponytail and Majestic Palms will add a 
lavish display of green foliage that can fill a void in-
stantly by providing a luscious towering impact. 
Ferns like the Maidenhair and Boston add a delicate 
and feathery touch to almost any lower light area of 
your home. 
Low profile planters filled with non-toxic Echeveria 
and Hawthorn succulents will enliven  any sofa table. 
Providing Medium to bright light, and watering only 
when very dry, will offer a rewarding and delightful  
small garden of perfectly formed rosettes. Houseplants 

can purify the 
air, some more 
than others by 
removing tox-
ins in the air. 
They also pro-
vide oxygen 
for us through 
the process of 
photosynthe-
sis. 
Of course, re-
search the best 
location and growth requirements for your inside ba-

bies. As always recommended by UF/IFAS, the adage is : “Right Plant, Right Place.” 
When the temperatures rise again, you may have fallen in love with your living plants and the 
beauty that they have created inside your home. You have successfully brought the outside in. 
Now you are ready to go into houseplant gardening. Time to visit a nursery! Congratulations, 
you are a year round gardener, too.
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Back in March of 2021, Green Cove Springs 
became the latest Monarch City USA. Now 
we
have a new Butterfly Center in front of City 
Hall with a beautiful butterfly bench and three 
planters to be maintained by the Garden Club 
with plants to attract and feed the monarch 
butterflies. In order to help restore the mon-
arch butterfly population, which has dropped 
90% in the past 20 years, we can grow a vari-
ety of native flowering plants that require little 
irrigation and no fertilizer, flower throughout 
the year, and provide monarch butterflies with 
the nectar and pollen they need.

In January at the Green Cove Springs Library, 
we had an informational poster on Arbor Day 
in the lobby and a variety of orchids on display 
at the circulation desk. In February, expect to 
see a lovely Valentines Day floral display as 
you check out your books.

Speaking of Arbor Day, it was first cel-
ebrated over 500 years ago in 1594 in 
Mondonedo, Spain. In America, it be-
gan with the planting of two million 
trees in Nebraska in 1872. Nationally, 
Arbor Day is held in April, but here in 
Florida, it’s held on the third day of Jan-
uary. The Garden Club of Green Cove 
Springs, founded in 2008, is committed 
to planting at least one tree in the com-
munity in observance of Florida Arbor 
Day. Since 2015, they have teamed 
with the City of Green Cove Springs to 
plant a tree together to meet the city’s 
commitment to Tree City USA. This 
year they planted an Arizona Blue Ice 
Cypress at the Augusta Savage Com-
munity Center Classroom Building in 
memory of Deborah Bowman, an En-
glish/Reading teacher at AMIkids. Two 
students of AMIkids read poems at the 

Arbor Day Celebration; they were Nich-
olas Caburian who read “The Giant Has 
Fallen,” a poem of his own composition, 
and Jeyden Lopez who read “Life Well 
Lived,” anonymous.

The Garden Club’s next meeting is Feb-
ruary 17th at 10:00am. Garden Club 
meets September-June, on the third 
Thursday of the month at 10am at St. 
Mary’s Episcopal Parish Hall, 400 St. 
Johns Ave., Green Cove Springs. Visi-
tors are welcomed. Check out our web-
site:
http://Gardenclubofgreencovesprings.
org. We’ve added a calendar so you 
can check out all our upcoming events. 
Follow us on Facebook https://www.
facebook.com/gardenclubofgreencoves-
prings/ and contact us by email at 
GardenClubGCS@gmail.com. 

The Garden Club of Fleming Island, FFGC
The Garden Club of Fleming Island will be holding its monthly meeting on Monday, Febru-
ary 14th, 2022, at 10:00am.  The meeting will be held at the Fleming Island Library located 
at 1895 Town Center Blvd., Fleming Island.

Our guest speaker will be Jon Terry.  Jon is a Master Gardener and a member of the Clay 
County Master Gardeners. Jon is also a Florida Master Gardener Volunteer UF/IFAS.
Jon’s specializes in marcotting and bonsai propagating.

Our meeting in January was a presentation on Bromeliads presented by Care Villeau.  Our 
presentations are always very interesting, informative, and fun!

Please plan on attending our February meeting as Jon Terry always has a wonder display of 
Bonsai sculptured plantings, and a lot of information for those who have bonsai plants or are 
interested in starting a bonsai.

Our meetings are always open to the public and there are no fees or charges to attend our 
meetings.

Come join the fun!

Rattlesnake plant

Green Cove Springs Head Start Arbor 
Day tree planting

Guest speaker retired wildlife officer Bob Lee at 
Garden Club of GCS

Orchid display at GCS Library


