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Surprise! 
Spring gardens can be full of pleasant surprises. The weather has been vacillating through 
stormy to glorious days. March –“In like a Lion and out like a Lamb”. The Lion has roared 
quite a few times this year, but the teases of seasonal change are filled with pollen, trees 
redressing with fresh green leaves, and Amaryllises and Loropetalums starting to greet our 
senses with brilliant colored blossoms; just to name a few.
      It just seems like yesterday that we were covered with frost and today we are challenged 
by our 3rd bout of heavy rains and gusty winds. Tomorrow seems predictable.  Change will 
be on the way yet again. 
      Our landscapes will awaken in with color, fragrance, creatures and insects that thrive in 
this environment.
      Enter Brunfelsia grandiflora, the blooming shrub commonly known as Yesterday, Today, 
and Tomorrow” or the YTT plant. It is a testament to the awakening of spring.
      When we moved to Central Florida 30 yrs., I was gifted a “YTT”. It had a jasmine-like 
fragrance and was quite interesting in that it had 3 different colored blossoms on it at the same 
time: purple, lavender and white! Each flower changed its color just like the weather changes 
through the seasons. The newest blooms are purple and then fade through to lavender and 
then to white before they dry up and exhaustedly drop off. Early spring is when, if the condi-
tions are right, the YTT starts it’s blooming season. 
      It should be planted in a high morning sun area that keeps it shaded from the blazing 
summer afternoon. It blooms best this way. In North Florida, you will have to plant it in a 
protected area near the edge of a tree canopy facing East. It tolerates many soil conditions, 
but mulching and watering in a dry spell helps it to keep its blooming cycle which starts in 
spring and ends in the fall. Fertilizer certainly helps the proliferation of blossoms.
Inland, you may need to cover it to protect it from a hard freeze. It grows well in a large pot 
as a patio plant. Selective pruning can keep the plant at any height from 4 to about 8 feet in 
the landscape. 

      The YTT is not easy to find. Local nurseries may 
have them. Local community Garden Club plant sales 
may have them as well. Of course, you are sure to find 
them online.
When I moved here from Tampa, I brought a rooted 
cutting with me. It struggled through winters for years. 
Faced with failure, I decided to restart it one more time 
and hid it amongst other morning sun plants and forgot 
about it. My Tampa friend, who lived next to me back 
then, recently sent me a picture of my old yard with the 
YTT in full bloom, and said that she remembered me 
planting it. My curiosity peaked, and I took a stroll out 
to my garden after these rains. I was welcomed by a 
gloriously fragrant and prolifically blooming “Yester-

day, Today and Tomorrow “shrub, pushing its way just above the surrounding plants.  March 
- out like a lamb. Surprise!
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There’s plenty going on in April with Earth Day activities, the Clay County Fair, National 
Arbor Day, and more. But right in between Good Friday and Easter, chisel this onto your 
calendar, on that Saturday, is the annual Garden Club Plant Sale.
    In March, we received a $100 donation from the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs to go
towards Habitat For Humanity. Members Cinda Proffitt and Linda and Tom Kokourik had an
informational display on growing and using strawberries in the public library. Barbara Coker 
has an Easter display for the library in April. We continue to maintain the grounds and gar-
dens at the library, the Historic Triangle, Head Start, and the Butterfly Garden in front of City 
Hall. If you’d like to join us, the Garden Club’s next meeting is April 21st at 10:00am. 
Garden Club meets September-June, on the third Thursday of the month at 10am at 
St. Mary’s Episcopal Parish Hall, 400 St. Johns Ave., Green Cove Springs. Visitors are 
welcomed. Check out our website: http://Gardenclubofgreencovesprings.org. We’ve added a 
calendar so you can check out all our upcoming events. Follow us on Facebook https://www.
facebook.com/gardenclubofgreencovesprings/

The Garden Club of Fleming Island, FFGC

A fun day of celebrating the amazing work our volunteers do, reconnect with others, and 
remember those who are no longer with us.

Friday, April 22, 2022 is a special day to show your appreciation for all the contributions 
made by the Clay County Master Gardener Volunteers. Family and friends of Master Gar-
dener Volunteers, past and present, are welcome to attend the event from 11am to 2pm. The 
program will start with a welcome in the Godbolt Building; then a dedication ceremony; 
followed by an opportunity to walk the extension grounds and sit upon the new "memory" 
benches; and lastly enjoy lunch refreshments.

The past several years have been difficult, with losses of many loved ones, including dedi-
cated Master Gardener Volunteers. Join us! It’s the perfect opportunity to reflect upon won-
derful memories and thank Master Gardener Volunteers.

This activity is free and open to current and past Master Gardener Volunteers and their 
families.  Please register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-master-gardener-volun-
teer-day-of-appreciation-tickets-30 2641568077

The Garden Club of Fleming Island will be holding its monthly meeting on Monday, April 
11th 2022, at 10:00am.  The meeting will be held at the Fleming Island Library located at
1895 Town Center Blvd., Fleming Island.  Our speakers will be our resident Master Garden-
ers,  Margaret McDowell and LouAnn Johanboeke . Their topic  is Butterflies 101.  They 
will be speaking on everything relative to butterflies, including  the stages of the butterfly's 
life cycle, host plants and nectar plants. They will also share what butterfly species are native
to the area and what plants attract them.


